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E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: ETUC, CGT, CGIL AND AFL-CIO 

FOR WHATEVER MAY BE WORTH SUMMARIZED BELOW ARE BITS 
OF INFORMATION AND OBSERVATIONS OFFERED BY QUAI 
OFFICIAL WHO WAS IN GENEVA ON THE OCCASION OF SECOND 
EAST-WEST TRADE UNION CONFERENCE: 

A. CONTRARY TO EXPECTATIONS THE SEGUY- VETTER MEETING 
IN CONNECTION WITH CGT APPLICATION TO JOIN ETUC DID NOT 
TAKE PLACE. IN FACT WHAT BOTH PARTIES HAD HOPED TO 

DO WHILE IN GENEVA WAS TO FIX A DATE FOR A MEETING. 

EVEN THIS WAS NOT ACCOMPLISHED. HOWEVER, BECAUSE 
VETTER CLAIMED TO HAVE FORGOTTEN HIS DATE BOOK IN 
DUSSELDORF. THIS DID NOT PREVENT SEGUY FROM SAYING 
PUBLICLY AND PRIVATELY THAT THERE IS REALLY NO 
OPPOSITION WITHIN ETUC TO CGT'S APPLICATION AND IT IS 
ONLY A QUESTION OF SHORT TIME BEFORE CGT IS ADMITTED. 

B. SEGUY ACCOMPANIED BY RENE DUHAMEL, CGT INTERNATIONAL 
AFFAIRS SECRETARY, LUNCHED WITH THEIR OPPOSITE 
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ATMOSPHERE OF LUNCHEON WAS REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN 
COOL, IT WAS NEVERTHELESS AN IMPROVEMENT OVER 
PREVIOUS SITUATION WHEN SEGUY AND LAMA WERE HARDLY ON 
SPEAKING TERMS. CGT LEADERS WERE IMPRESSED BY 
CGIL'S COMMITMENT TO COMMON MARKET AND THEIR EARNEST- 
NESS ABOUT THEIR ETUC MEMBERSHIP. CGT LEADERS WERE 
TAKEN ABACK BY LAMA'S UNWILLINGNESS TO "LIFT A FINGER" 

TO SUPPORT CGT'S APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION INTO ETUC. 

C. AFL-CIO AND PARTICULARLY IRVING BROWN WERE 
FREQUENT SUBJECTS OF DISCUSSION IN AND AROUND THE 
CONFERENCE. SEGUY ISSUED A SPECIAL STATEMENT ON 
BROWN'S INTERVIEW WITH INT/ERSOCIAL (PARIS 5326) 

BUT HIS STATEMENT DID NOT APPEAR IN ANY OF THE FRENCH 
PAPERS, INCLUDING L'HUMANITE. ONLY ONE SWISS PAPER 
HAD A SMALL ITEM ON IT. THE TENOR OF THE COMMENTS 
AMONG CONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS AND OBSERVERS WAS THAT 
AFL-CIO HAS EMBARKED ON A STRATEGY OF ESTABLISHING A 
PRESENCE IN EUROPE AND, DEPENDING UPON THE SPEAKER’S 
POLITICAL VIEWS, THIS DEVELOPMENT WAS WELCOMED OR 
FROWNED UPON. 
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